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Creative Workshops – Artist Callout
What is Wakefield Exchange (WX)?
Wakefield Exchange (WX) is an event and exhibition space in the heart of Wakefield, operated by Wakefield Council. The former market hall has been transformed into a venue that aims to offer accessible and inclusive entertainment, creativity and culture for the people of our district and beyond.
Find out more about the venue and our programme here: Welcome to Wakefield Exchange

About the opportunity
From Friday 12 June - Sunday 6 September 2026  WX will be home to an amazing work of art Luke Jerram's Helios | Wakefield Exchange. Helios by Luke Jerram is a giant 6m sculpture of the sun, which will be suspended from the ceiling of our main hall, The Shed. Casting a warm glow, the artwork will be complemented by a programme of events and activities through the duration of its visit.
WX are seeking artists to deliver a series of drop-in creative workshops throughout the exhibition. Most of these will be aimed at families, with the exception of one workshop which is tailored to adults. 
These workshops will respond to the themes of the sun and space. Below are some suggested ideas, but we would love to hear about any other ideas you may have!
• Make a sun dial
• Shadow art workshops
• Sunflower seed planting 
• Sun collage activity 
• Create an alien 
• Build a rocket
• Print making





Dates and times
Family drop in dates:
Thurs 23rd July – 11am to 3pm
Thurs 30th July – 11am to 3pm
Thurs 6th August – 11am to 3pm
Thurs 13th August – 11am to 3pm
Thurs 20th August – 11am to 3pm
Thurs 27th August – 11am to 3pm
Adult drop in dates:
Weds 28th July – 5pm to 8pm (during Artwalk)

What will we be looking for?
The selected artists will need to have:
· Proven experience running engaging creative workshops for the public
· A friendly and inclusive approach to delivery
· Public Liability Insurance (£5 million)
· Ability to create a risk assessment for the workshop

Fee
· Children’s workshops: ~£400 per session
· Adult workshop: ~£300 per session
These figures are estimated and inclusive of time and materials – please specify your fee in your application.






How to apply
Please email hello@wxwakefield.co.uk including:
· Which date(s) you are applying for
· A brief description of your workshop idea (200 words)
· A brief description of your experience (200 words)
· Your fee, including time, materials & travel 
· An equalities monitoring form which can be downloaded alongside this information sheet on our website. Please note, this is optional, but helps us ensure our commissioning practices are inclusive. You can also email hello@wxwakefield.co.uk and we can send you a copy.

Want to apply in another way?
We welcome applications in written, audio and video format. If you have any concerns or queries about accessibility, please contact hello@wxwakefield.co.uk 

Deadline: Midnight, Monday 6th April 2026 
· Panel to review all applications in that week
· Outcomes by Friday 10th April
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